I couldn't help recalling this line from Sean O'Casey's 1920's drama "Juno and the Paycock" recently, as I read a series of articles and reviews dealing with the state of our world today. I had just returned from the 70 th anniversary of the Catholic peace movement, Pax Christi, held in Bethlehem. There, I was exposed to the seemingly intransigent problems of the Palestine/Israel situation, so I was very open to commentators presenting me with a fundamental questioning of the ethics of our current society and the very survival of our world.
The first was a lengthy review by Jeremy Agar* In the face of increasingly cogent evidence for climate change and its links to industrial processes, several world gatherings, beginning with the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, have agreed that "the Earth was getting dangerously hotter and the longer we delay, the harder it will be to rectify". But in reporting this conference, the United Nations added a seemingly offhand postscript: that "measures taken to combat climate change, including unilateral ones, should not constitute … a disguised restriction on international trade". The Kyoto Protocol, the next international treaty, had the same proviso, favouring the interest of business over the common good. Basically, as University of Auckland Professor Jane Kelsey has pointed out in relation to the proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership, corporations are intent on tying governments into trade agreements which allow the corporations to take legal action if government measures restrict their trading, and therefore, their profits. Other pieces I came across pointed out that a lifestyle like mine requires 2.9 Planet Earths to sustain it, and further: "The extinction of 200 species a day is just one manifestation of how capitalism and the industrial civilization it has spawned is killing the planet." (Dylan Murphy, Dissident Voice, May 25, 2015) .
It was all depressing reading, particularly seen in the light of my experience of the conflict in Palestine and struggles there for control of water and land. It certainly challenges the semblance of security which I currently enjoy. But it is also a rallying cry for all of us in the Church who believe that humankind is created in the image of God and that we have the task of carrying on the mission of Jesus: "I have come that they might have life and have it to the full." (John 10; 10) But first, we have to confront the history of a Church which has so often acted in contradiction to the teaching of the Gospel; witness the 15 th Century Doctrine of Discovery which underpins the shameful colonisation of the non-European world. And while in Bethlehem, I couldn't help reflecting on how much of the recent trouble in that region can be traced to the thirst for power and wealth of traditionally-Christian nations of the West.
In his just-released encyclical on the environment, "Laudate Sii", Pope Francis openly criticises the greed and selfishness of many nations today. Such comments must lead us to question many of the policies of our own government as it promotes the Trans Pacific Partnership in the interests of big business while at the same time refusing to consider assisting refugees from nations tragically devastated by the downstream effects of those same policies. The choice, it seems, is ours to make. (rf. Deut. 30:19) 
